RETROSPECT  OF  PRUSSIAN  POLICY

by our attitude in Poland in 1831, but also during the
whole reign of Nicholas I, who appealed less to German
romanticism and good nature than Alexander I, though
he was on friendly terms with his Prussian relations and
with Prussian officers. During his reign we lived like
Russian vassals, even in 1831, when Russia could scarce-
ly have made way against the Poles without our help, but
especially in all European combinations between 1831
and 1850, when we always accepted and honoured Russian
cheques; until after 1848, when the young Austrian Em-                              II

peror found more favour in the sight of the Russian than
the King of Prussia, and the Russian arbitrator gave his
decisions in cold and hard terms against Prussia and the
German aspirations, taking full payment for the friendly
services of 1831 by forcing on us the humiliation of Ol-
miitz. Afterwards we became considerable creditors of
Russia in the Crimean war and in the Polish insurrection of
1863, and though in that year we did not accept Alexander
II's personal summons to war, and he showed his annoyance
at this, and on the Danish question, this only proves how
far Russian claims had advanced beyond equality and how
they were beginning to demand actual subordination.

The deficit on our side was caused in the first place
by a feeling of kinship and the habit of dependence, in
which the lesser energy stood to the greater; secondly,
by the mistaken supposition that Nicholas entertained
the same feelings for us as Alexander I, and had the
same claims on our gratitude as had originated at the
time of the war of liberation. As a matter of fact, dur-
ing the reign of the Emperor Nicholas, no cause rooted
in the German nature presented itself to place our friend-
ship with Russia on a footing of equality and enable us at
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